Discussion meeting on September 21, 2021
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Good evening. My talk today is a continuation of my experience as
a volunteer for the Tokyo Olympics. I sent a detailed report in an email
to some of you who can read Japanese.

As you know, the Olympic games was carried out under difficult
circumstances, but happily it was a great success. We have received
lots of positive comments from Olympians and reporters from abroad
such as “It turned out a great success!” “The Olympics, set in difficult
times were successful because the organizer was Japan!” “I want to
thank everyone in Japan,” and so on. I too was impressed as one of the
volunteers.

There were two groups of volunteers, the City Cast and the Field
Cast. Since the number of visiting foreigners was almost zero, the
300,000 City Cast members lost their opportunity to help out.
Fortunately I belonged to the Field Cast and was originally registered
to the media department but at the final moment, I was assigned to
Harumi Olympic Village.

The time “work” started was different each day depending on our
role. Usually, I took the Ome line train from Akishima Station at about
6:30 in the morning, getting off at Shinjuku and then the Oedo line to
Kachidoki. From there we had to walk to the Olympic Village. It took
more than 2 hours every day!

The transportation costs were 470 yen for the JR section and 270
yen for Tokyo Metro Line, 740 yen in total. So the round trip cost 1480
yen. The transportation allowance was a thousand yen a day.

There were three kinds of work for volunteers. They were I & 1
(Inventory and Inspection) support, Reception, Guide and Cargo
Carrying. I worked in I&I support and the Reception department.

There were various unique jobs. One of my major jobs in I&I was to
support the prevention of mosquitoes! The water along the seaside was
quite stagnant so there was the possibility of mosquitos entering the
village. Our mission therefore was to install battery-powered mosquito
coils at the entrance and in the elevators of all the 21 buildings in the
village. One day I was putting some new ones in and several
Argentinian players got in the elevator and one of them asked me.
“What’ that?” When I heard what was quite nostalgic South American
Spanish for me, I replied back in Spanish.

“This is to prevent your blood getting sucked out by mosquitoes.

Because you're the most popular people around here and are loved by
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everybody and everything, including mosquitos!” Then in slightly
strange Japanese they replied. “Doumo arigato.” At that moment, I
guessed how relieved they must have been to hear their native
language in a foreign country!

Also, I often entered the rooms of athletes from Zambia and
Madagascar with official staff to check all the equipment.

The reception department work was just like the concierge of a hotel.
We had to attend to all kinds of requests. “The air-conditioning in my
room doesn’t work. Could you send someone to check it?” “Can I borrow
an iron?” “We want to reserve a meeting room.” “Could I have a bath
towel and pillow cover? Oh, and I forgot, some toilet paper, too, please!”

I left the difficult work to my younger colleagues and took care of
the delivery of bath towels, toilet paper and some other necessary goods.
When I handed them to the athletes, I always tried to welcome and
encourage them in a loud English voice.

“Welcome to Nippon!” “Enjoy your stay in Tokyo!” “Ganbatte!” “Go for
it!” “Good luck!” “Do your best!” and so on.

Whenever I noticed they were from a Spanish speaking country I
spoke in Spanish. One day, three players from Cuba came and asked
me. “One of our teammates is not feeling well. Where can we get some
antibiotics?” It was quite a delicate question. At that moment I took it
seriously because of the Corona virus. So, I said to them. “I think you’d
better go to the medical center in the village to consult with a doctor”
and showed them a map of the village. They went on their way saying
“Gracias(Thank you).” I wished and prayed for the quick recovery of
their teammate.

At the beginning of the Olympics, many Japanese were worried that
it would cause the spread of the coronavirus. But I was relieved that
we were able to minimize such concerns.

The motto of the Olympic volunteers was “I am shining (Watashiwa
kagayaku).” I'm not so sure if I was able to shine that much, but at
least my bald-head was always shining! But these experiences have
had a very positive effect on me and hopefully they will make my life
shine even more in the future.

I am 80 now and I have been practicing for 60 years. I've been able
to achieve many things that I had never ever expected to do and I am
so grateful both to the SGI and Sensei.

Sensei says:
“Age 1s not an excuse for giving up. If you allow yourself to grow

passive and draw back, it’s a sign of personal defeat. There may be a
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retirement age at work, but there’s no such thing as a retirement age
in life. How then could there be any retirement age in the world of
faith?”

My goal is to challenge myself at least until 2030, the centennial
of the founding of the Soka Gakkai.

I hope that what I have shared with you is of some use and
encouragement to you in your faith and life.

Thank you.

Flags of countries around the world were fluttering along the main road of the Olympic Village
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